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Prime Minister’s Briefing for Foreign Media on the Current Political Sithation in

Thailand, Government House, 29 May 2010

On 29 May 2010, Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva gave a bri
intemational media on the current political situation in Thailand in relati

efing for
pn. to the

protests by the United Front for Democracy against Dictatorship (UDD). Ni
the foreign media had been following very closely the events over the last

months and had already received a number of briefings, he made brief com
three issues, namely: what had taken place and the Government’s thinking th;

events, the current situation and short-term measures that the Government w
and the longer-term future.

On the first issue about the events, Prime Minister Abhisit €
three points. Firstly, he reaffirmed that it had always been the Government’s

seek a peaceful resolution to the problems and to exercise utmost restraint. 4

decision and at every single point the' Government was mindful of the need

order with minimum losses. From mid-March until mid May, the Prime Mi

been involved in direct negotiations with the protest leaders which was sub

called off by the latter. In May, he proposed what an overwhelming majority
felt to be a very sensible compromise in the form of the five-point reconcili:

with early elections held in November. While on the surface the protest le
accepted it, a week passed without them calling off the protests. The Gov
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minister,

Secondly, the Government’s decision and operations were

what it could do to restore order with minimum losses. It should be recalls

10 April 2010, the army’s operations to reclaim some areas in the Phan

proceeded for six hours without any loss of life. Losses began to occur o
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grenades were launched from armed elements among the protesters. Mindful of the

fact that there existed armed people willing to use weapons against off
innocent people, sometimes indiscriminately, the Government decided not

Ratchaprasong to disperse the protesters. Rather, after the reconciliation
rejected, the Government decided to cordon off the protest area by setting
points, which began on 14 May.

In the following few days, the number of losses began to ing
must be emphasised that all of these losses occurred outside the main protg
Ratchaprasong., They were incurred during the clashes around the area ang
points, particularly at Din Deang/Ratchaprarob in one direction and t
Toei/Bon Kai/Rama IV area in the other. A lot of grenades and weapons |
stored in the areas next to Lumpini Park. These events took place during 144

Regarding reports on 18 May that a group of senators and so
wanted to mediate, the Prime Minister recalled that he was contacted by the

icers and
to go to
plan was
up check

crease. It
st area of
| at check
ne Klong
hsed were
18 May.

me NGOs
President




31 MAY. 2010 19237 026435089 A NC. 19T P

was 1o

police. Unfortunately, groups of people who had been engaged in violence,
set on fire not only the Central World but also some buildings in Siam Sq
other areas of Bangkok, the majority of which appeared to be premeditated|and well
coordinated, not a natural outburst of emotions, although maybe one or two minor
incidents might fit into that description.

Tragically, the Prime Minister noted, some shootings took|place at
Pathumwanaram Temple at around 18.30-19.00 hrs., and that ful) investiggtion into
what actually took place would be made. He nevertheless pointed out that th¢ military
operations had ceased once the protests were called off because the authorities had to
be careful in facilitating the protesters to go home and have them move in the
direction of the National Stadium. The only movements of troops in the ar¢a nearby
were the attempts by the officers to make sure that fire engines and voluntegrs could
get into the area as some buildings, including the Central World and somq in Siam
Square, were still on fire and it was difficult for people to get in to provide dssistance
because there were still shootings. Apart from this, the military did not do|anything
that would Jead to violence or clashes with the protesters.

The Prime Minister also pointed out that more and more evidence were
coming to surface that the theory that people in the temple compound wer¢ shot by
people from up above the BTS line contradicted the findings of the autopsy released
on 29 May, the results of which suggested the shooting took place on level grpund — at
Jeast for four of the six people who were found dead in the temple ground. Be that as
it may, he emphasised that full investigation would still be needed to gel into the
botiom of the events.

On the second issues about the short term measures, Prime|Minister
Abhisit said that the state of emergency would still be in place although tHe curfew
would not be extended, In this regard, the night of 28 May was the last when the
curfew was in effect in Bangkok and some other provinces. As for thq state of
emergency, the Government would continue to receive assessments from fjeople on
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the ground; provincial govemnors, local police and military officers in change of the
respective areas would give recommendations on when to lift the state of emgrgency.

Meanwhile, the Prime Minister said that the Government had moved

swiftly on providing assistance and compensation for victims of the event

affected and those who lost their shops. A package of assistance had been
by the cabinet. Some initiatives had already been taken in terms of

shopping areas such as by closing off Silom Road. These were short-term
that the Government would continue to take to stabilise the situation and re
pommalcy as soon as possible.

s, people
approved
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measures
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On the third issue about the future, Prime Minister Abhisit said that the

Government took as its No. 1 priority that it had to follow through
reconciliation plan. The five-point plan that he had proposed still stood

with the
, and the

Government wanted to do all it could to embrace and invite all stakeholders

to join in

this process. Meanwhile the Government would have to allow all normal
mechanisms in the parliamentary democracy and other mechanisms to work.,
In this regard, the Prime Minister noted, there would be two things

set up to investigate the events, the National Human Rights Commissi
National Anti-Corruption Commission — both of which were indepe
constitutional bodies — would in any case be investigating them, This should assure
neutral and accurate fact-finding concerning all the events over the last|couple of
months.
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Q&A Session during Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva’s Briefing on the Current

Political Situation for International Media, Government House, 29

Q1 (Nirmal Ghosh, Straits Times): Since assuming office you 've spoken oj
reconciliation. Yet one and half years later, we see Thailand even more di

elements that you are talking about, part of the Red Shirt movement, the |
and so forth. How realistic is this reconciliation plan of yours given this h

PM: Well, first, I've always talked about reconciliation that is based on

Every time that we took an. initiative — to reach out, to compromise, to fin
to find a deal — we were denied. It doesn’t stop us from trying, fromi putti
efforts into it, but it does suggest that it is not the government’s side that
reluctant to offer a solution that is based on negotiations, a solution that is
to all sides, Unfortunately, it seems that these latest events suggest thata s
of people not only have no desire to compromise, but are actually prepare

politically, people who feel that they have suffered from. injustice, unfairn
disparities; we will continue to reach out.

Secondly, what we hope to do is if we can separate these extremist eleme

people who want to use violence — from the ordinary people who want no
kinds of activities, who merely wanted to exercise their political rights — i
scparate these two elements, then we can treat each group in an appropriat
The first you deal with the law and the second you try to reach out. And
the government intends to do.

Q2 (Peter Janssen, DPA): Just a follow up question: when you first moote
roadmap, there was some talk on dropping the ban on various politicians 1
been excluded from the political process. That talk seems to have ended.

follow up on reconciliation: if you want to reach out, you have to talk to sq
And s it possible that you will consider lifting this ban to get more people

PM: Well, the closest we got to a resolution on this was when we had Parl
up a commission on the points in the Constitution that should be amended
came up with six articles or provisions that might be amended. And I invi
the government whips, opposition whips, the Senate, representatives of thg
Government House, and we agreed to table those points for referendum. 7
And then about two days later, the opposition called off the deal afier the f
minister expressed his disagreement. So, again, that was the closest we g
with this issue. :

The issue of lifting the ban is now inappropriate for us to talk about. We i
in the Constitutional Court. We don’t want to do anything that would be s
So in case we lose the case in the Court, then we’d be accused of trying to
on ourselves, if we were to lose the case. SoI think, you know, this wasn’

o

vided.
There’s no sign of any reconciliation. It seems as if there is suppression of
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demand of the vast majority of people who were in Ratchaprasong. It wadn’t one of
the points that they brought up. But it may be in the interest of a number ¢f politicians
who are interested in this. And I have said in the five point plan that the best thing is
for a non-political body or a comsnission of some kind to look into these matters, and
that committee is going to be set up. I've asked a number of academics to|join in that
committee,

Q3 (Nick Nostitz, Focus Agency): Prime Minister, I have a question abou
accountability, rules of engagement, and the use of live fire. Now please don’t
misunderstand me, I dorn’t want to portray the Red Shirts as unarmed. Thdre re more
than a few, there’s more than a bit of evidence that the so-called "black shirts” were
operating. Nevertheless, there were more than a few incidents where the tules of
engagement set by the CRES have been clearly broken by the military, sudh as, for
example, on 15 May on Rajaprarop Road, an incident in which I unfortunutely was

by today’s account of The Nation photographer who was also shot at in this i, :
Now my question here is about accountability under the Emergency Decrge. Will the
people who ordered that shooting be made responsible? Also, secondly, my question,
Sfurther the FCCT'’s question, about the investigations: given that also a lof of us
Journalists were injured so we are certainly stakeholders, and given past incidents
where we can’t really put too much trust on so-called investigations here In Thailand,
will also some representative of media organizations have a place on the investigation
panel?

PM: First of all, if you would like to be a witness and provide testimony o various
investigation committees, I think you’re welcome to.

[Nostitz: No problem with that it’s already in the public, but yes.]

The rules of engagement and the use of firearms and instructions and poli¢ies have
been clear: warning shots, self-defence and clear targets where there are weapons
involved, If there is violation, then we have to look into them. Just to watn you that
before 14 May, we had warned that there were armed elements in the protgsters whose
targets were not security officers, so you have to be aware of that as well 4nd so we
will have to get into the bottom of what actually took place on Rajaprarop|Road.

[Nostitz: We have seen at that particular incident there was no fire from the side of the
protesters at all. The only fire ...]

They were not always located with the protesters.

[Nostitz: We were there, without warning shots, the army fired straight on|the
protestor and that is corroborated, proven, video, everything I mean please sir.]

If you have that, please submit to the invesﬁgating committee. All I would point out is
that we also have a lot of video footage that shows that the way the troops | operated,
they were very, very careful on the targets and that we also had on Rajaprgrop Road a
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Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) will be doing it. We’ll have an in
commission set up. And so I can reassure you that we’ll hear all sides an:
take it from there as far as responsibility and accountability are concerned

Q4 (Ben Doherty, Sydney Morning Herald): Are you still prepared to neg
early elections? We had the date of 14 November which has since been wi
part of that reconciliation roadmap, is that still on the table? And going
you’ve mentioned that there needs to be peace, I suppose, for an election
this country. Can you guarantee that by the end of next year when your te
there will be elections in Thailand? ‘

PM: I haven’t ruled out early elections. Obviously it’s a lot more difficul
have elections before the end of the year because the November date was

protesters joining the plan right from the start in mind. Because that hasn
it’s going to take a while longer to establish the right kind of environment
not ruled out early elections.

[Doherty: And by the end of your term, Prime Minister?]
PM: Well, the elections mean the elections before the end of my term.

Q5 (Simon Montlake, Christian Science Monitor): Prime Minister, recent
emergency committee that you head said that it had uncovered a plot to to
monarchy. And you yourself made similar references to the fact that the
aim was not simply an election but was something higher. These are very
allegations in Thailand. Can you explain what evidence you have for this
and how you plan to proceed? And do you also make a differentiation bety
criticism of the monarchy and those around it and an actual plot to topple
institution which would involve legal and political and very radical chang]
country?

PM: I think we have a number of cases where there is violation of the lawJ
security and the monarchy, which is clearly there in print or on the interne
who openly say that they have an aim to do just that. From there we look
who are involved in producing these kinds of materials. So, again, just wh
about terrorist elements, armed elements, it is a minority of people. We ay
that the people who are out at Ratchaprasong have this aim. On the contrg
believe that they are loyal subjects just as a lot of them came to demonstr:
grievances. So we'’re trying to separate these elements out.
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And my answer to your second question about whether we separate the co
discussions, criticisms, from attempts to actually topple the monarchy: ye
that difference. And since the end of last year, I’ve set up a special consu
committee on these cases to make sure that there is that distinction being 1
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Q6 (Grant Peck, AP). I have a question about freedom of speech. You say you want to
separate out the trouble makers from the legitimate dissenters, and I'm noy clear why
the Prachatai website is still being blocked in that case because they 've always shown
quite a sense of responsibility and at the same time why hasn't action been taken
against NBT the government’s own station which every night has, for aboyt a year,
had many hate and fear mongering programmes produced by T News and|Dr.
Chermsak? The second related question is the case of Dr. Suthachai from| Chula and
his lawyer. If his lawyer is speaking the truth, he's even been denied matetials to
prepare his classes. Have you looked into his case and can you comment gn that
please?

PM: On Khun Suthachai, when I was aware of press reports of the incidert. I asked
the people in the CRES to look into the matter. I see no reason why he shuld be
denied the right to read his teaching materials. But the facts haven’t been pubstantiated
about what exactly is going on. So I’ve already given instructions on that.| Similarly
on Prachatai website and other similar websites, my policy has been that websites that
have maybe discussion boards and have some problems with some of the posted
comments, the whole website should not be closed down. Rather, there should be a
way of making sure that there is good administration of whether there are jllegal
comments being posted. I thought it had been lifted for a while but it obvipusly got
into the same problem again. 1’1l look into the matter because, I mean, my policy,
when I told the ICT Ministry, was very clear on this.

On NBT and other channels and programs, part of the plan that I have is npw to invite,
and I have already invited, members of the Thai media to discuss as to whit kind of, I
wouldn’t say rules, but what kind of standard practice we should adhere to on all
channels. NBT will be included; ASTV will be included; other channels
included. And we will find an appropriate way of resolving that as part of|the
reconciliation plan.

Q7 (Haseenah Koyakutty, Freelance journalist); You've mentioned many jimes that
you have control over the security forces, and yet there doesn’t seem to be|proper
planning for the aftermath of when the army dismantled the Ratchaprasong protest site.
And could you comment on the fact that buildings like Central Worid was torched and
yet the police headquarters was just opposite that? Could you elaborate oy why some
buildings were targeted and some buildings not? And also do you think an apology is
in order to the people of Thailand? And secondly, on the cabinet reshuffle do you
think a cabinet reshuffle is in order if you 're thinking of having an even-handed
approach to say ASTV as well as prachatai.com? With all due respect, sofe of the
members of your cabinet were also involved in the yellow shirt protests. Would you be
willing to take action on that as well?

PM: First of all on the issue of the subsequent events after the protests We#e called off,
Id just like to point out that although the protests were called off at 13.00414.00 hrs, —
which was the decision of the leaders and then they turned themselves in -{ we could
not move into the area because that would risk further clashes between security
officers and the protesters, given that there were armed people in the area. | For us the
priority was the lives of people, not the buildings. Obviously we did not want those
buildings to be destroyed and we tried our best to try to get the fire engines and the
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volunteers to go in, but they had real difficulties because they were being s

we decided to move in, I think there would have been many, many more |
So we had to retain our position of not moving in to those areas directly.

You mentioned a cabinet reshujfle. Again I have said that after the censuy
actually they were going to submit a censure motion — was it February or ]

we had agreed among the coalition parties that we would discuss cabinet r
after such a motion. So after Monday, Tuesday, after the motion has been

will be looking at that. People who had taken part in the PAD protests, thg
the same law and we will deal with that situation. The cases are proceedin

police, I think, are about to submit it to the Attorney-General,

Finally I would reiterate once again that the government regrets the losses

damages we have seen taking place. As I said, we are in the process of fac

and a full investigation, and of course we will take whatever appropriate a
show our responsibility and accountability once those facts are known.

08 (Russian government newswire, Novosti): My question is based on the

was the one I asked you at the FCCT dinner a few months back. There is a
your government has been trying to link up Thaksin Shinawatra and the il
shipment from North Korea that was stopped on an airplane before the J:qu

¢ Dr.

would like to ask how prominently this link may figure in your case agai
Thaksin?

PM: There was a report in the Sri Lankan newspaper that had people spec

this, but there is no evidence to suggest the link as such.

09 (Radio France Internationale): Out of curiosity, what is your favourits
channel these days — the one you think is providing the most balanced repq

PM: I don’t watch much TV. I don’t have the time. But I usually surf thr
channels, so I don’t stop at a particular channel. I want to get a balanced r

010 (Anasuya Sanyal, Channel News Asia): Now that former prime minis

Shinawatra has been formally charged by your government for terrorism,

seen any signs of cooperation from Interpol in bringing him back to justice
Or do you think that his alleged crimes are not sufficiently international fo

happen? Also, have you seen any breakthroughs on the part of collaborat

your government and other governments on his extradition? It seems to mg
been, along with reconciliation, the number one priority of your governme

PM: Two steps, you need to have the arrest before the extradition. At the

far as Interpol cooperation is concerned, we are in the process of pr0vidin%

documents so we have to go through that process first,
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Q11 (press agency not specified): I have two questigns. The first questio

beauty, but now when the country experiences this political movement, hoy
think the others especially the Chinese tourists will evaluate Thailand? 4

do you
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second question is: if your friends or some relationships or relatives are llied Shirts,
will you try to persuade them to give up or change opinion? So what wonld you want

to say to them?

PM: First, I strongly believe that the majority, overwhelming majority, of Thai people,

continue to be peaceful and moderate. What has happened over the last ¢
months, for me, is uncharacteristic of what the majority of Thai people ar

puple of
e, Itis

unfortunate that a small group of people can cause so much trouble by in;rigating

violence through various means. The day after 19 May, when order was
and only a few days afier that, you saw the people of Bangkok all coming
big clean up. I think that is more characteristic of what our country, what
is about. And it will take some time for the divisions and the wounds to
still confident that the majority of Thai people would like to see our coun
peace and stability.
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On the second question, as part of the plan, we need to reach out to everyhody, and
reconciliation will never be achieved unless we can successfully reach ouf to those
people. I don’t intend to change their political opinions. I think they are ¢ntitled to

their political opinions. What ] would like to say to them is they are entfit
different opinions and they should have space and channels by which they

d to
can express

those opinions, but please refrain from anything that could lead to violencg and

disruptions of normal life. That’s what I would say to them, and I would
reach out and address their grievances. If they’re not satisfied, they will h
to vote in somebody else at the latest next year.

Q12 (Dan Ten Kate, Bloomberg): You mention, as part of your reconcilia
need to rewrite political rules. And yet as you mentioned previously, now |
the constitutional provision that calls for disbanding parties, you'll be acc
benefiting your own party. So since that’s one of the crucial aspects that ¢
the last ruling party, will there be a mechanism in place to consider chang
and other constitutional amendments, and how will that work if your gove
can’t initiate that directly?

PM: As I said, there will be a pane] that will look into the issue of the Co
and related laws, made up of academics, and they will take as a starting pq
findings and conclusions of the parliamentary commission that was set up
The issue of banned politicians and disbanded parties, I must say during m
negotiations with the Red Shirts and while I was coming up with the recor]
plan, were not high priorities for people who came to demonstrate, not eve
Shirt leaders. But the people who mediated who were banned politicians {
were more concerned by these issues. So for me, it is an issue which woul
controversial, very divisive and it needs a neutral panel to seek a way out
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013 (Elle Mackaren, Aljazeera English): I know that you said you don’t watch
television at the moment, but you have spoken about responsible reporting and reining

in sections of the Thai media. Are you happy for some sections of the Tha

media to

continue targeting foreign media and its coverage particularly in light of what's been

on television in the foreign press? And do you accept that releasing — you
us —a document which says “misperceptions of foreign media regarding t.

were giving
he situation
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in Thailand” only fuels this vitriol that’s currently being levelled at meml
Joreign press?

PM: [ don’t think that there is a general feeling concerning the foreign me
general. I have it just as bad from the local media. So the govemment feq
everybody is doing his or her job. But if there are groups of people who ¢
reporting, they also have rights to write or maybe complain or maybe try {
side of the story. But there shouldn’t be any kind of targeting of individu
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channels or media, certainly not to take any inappropriate actions against them, And
I’m not sure whether you are referring to any particular movement or actipn which you
feel is somehow stopping you from doing your job. If that is the case, plepse lodge a

complaint and I'll look into the matter.

[Mackaren: Not stopping us from reporting, but particularly naming rep
targeting them and calling on people to go and take action against them.]

PM: There shouldn’t be people calling on anybody to take action, partic
unlawful action against anybody. But opinions can be expressed about
individuals. I'm not sure whether you have any information on any partic
movement, but I have said that everybody’s entitled to do his or her job. I
are some publications that have refused to publish any letter of mine or ac
interview me for quite a few years now. I don’t take any action against th
publication, but I may feel that it’s unfair.

Q14 (Martin Petty, Reuters): In most of your recent interviews and in the
addresses to the nation in the wake of the crackdown at Ratchaprasong, y
repeatedly referred to shadowy terrorists as being responsible for perhap!
violence, most of the incidents where people were wounded, or where peoj
killed, but you haven’t actually presented any substantive evidence to sugg
Despite the vast vesources that you have, close circuit television, surveilla
helicopters, there’s still nothing being presented. But you continue to use
here in documents and in TV interviews. Yet there is quite substantive evig
there, or at least evidence that we’ve seen, of the disproportionate use of J

military that hasn'’t really been exercising the rules of engagement. Are ycﬁ

provide any evidence any time soon for these terrorists?

PM: Well, a number of them have been arrested already.
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[Petty: But we haven't seen any evidence, any pictures. We haven’t seen
of snipers published. We haven’t seen any of this, just ...}

ny pictures

We have a number of people arrested with weapons confiscated, and they gre in the
process of being prosecuted. That’s one thing. So there is clearly evidence on a

number of incidents that have taken place. Secondly, for some reason, a1
are uncomfortable with this use of the term “terrorism” and “terrorist”. T}
according to the definition of terrorist act in the Thai Criminal Code, whic
with UN guidelines. Particularly these amendments to the Criminal Code
after 9/11, and I think similar changes and definitions are now adopted by
couniries.
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[Petty: But the debate isn’t about what you're branding these people, It’s
you have substantive evidence showing the people that non-military persg
shooting at people? There were more than 85 people who died and 2,00(

fire zones shooting live armmunition when actually the protesters were —

more.: do
nnel were
who were

beit

wounded. There are accounts of disproportionate use of force by the mz’lj%ary in live

breaking the law - lightly armed, were being shoot to kill policy — it seem
witnesses are saying, but you haven’t presented any evidence of these rion
personnel actually shooting at crowds of people and killing people. Is thi
can you tell us?]

ed from what

-military

5 available,

PM: Everyone will have to be brought to account. I was interested you said that a lot

of witnesses say. Let me just say that if the security officers were really fj
indiscriminately as accused, I’'m sure that the numbers of casualties woulg
we see today.

[Petty: It’s very high...]

I'm not saying that what you said may not or may have an element of trut]
have to be investigated. But I think it would be unfair to portray, first of 4

ring
| not be what

h. It will
i1, that the

casualties all occurred because there has been indiscriminate use of fire

s. Idon’t

think that that would be the case. If that were the case, the numbers would be far, far
different. And I would say and again take note of the fact that the biggestjnumber of

casualties took place during 14-19 May when the military did not move iny.

stationed at check points around the area. So it’s Rama IV, Rajaprarop,

being attacked and those clashes, of course, we have to get to the bottom ¢

about what actually happened. But it would be unfair to portray this, som
the military moved in and began to fire indiscriminately at unarmed peopl

Q15 (Xinhua): Do you view Myr. Thaksin who is behind the Red Shirt mov:

obstacle in the process of reconciliation? And how will you deal with him
said that your government may revoke his Thai nationality?

PM: The former prime minister has been a big obstacle to a lot of compro

plans for reconciliation, and I believe he will continue to be an obstacle.

accept. What we are trying to do now is to tell his supporters, as even g0
have written, to move beyond the former prime minister. If they have gri
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they have opinions, if they have stances that they feel that the government|should

listen to, address, solve their problems, please go ahead and bring them,
what we can do for them. But don’t tic this to the interests of one man. It
this country to move beyond that situation.

016 (press agency not specified): Just to follow up on former prime minis
he has said in comments since the crackdown that he believed that Red Sh
supporters could move into using guerrilla tactics to continue their sirugg
believe that your government currently faces an armed rebellion? And on
so, how sure are you of unity in the security forces after recent events? TH
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been indications that perhaps the police are not entirely on board with central orders.

Your thoughts on security force unity, going forward,

PM: I reiterate what I said before which is that I firmly believe that people who want

to engage in violence is only a small minority. I don’t believe that people
joined the Red Shirt movement would want to support a movement that is
therefore our plan is to, as [ said, separate those people from the extremist

who have
violent and
elements.

And because the latier is a small minority, I am confident that we can dea] with them.

Q17 (Simon Rodney, freelance journalist): Just to go back to the question
and timing of elections, you ve made some Statements that the country wo
be more stable, or some words along those lines, before elections could tq
But can you elaborate a bit more about what that entails? I mean what ar
conditions that are needed for elections? They had elections in the Philipy
this month and large swathes of the country are unstable. The election ca
there have historically been dangerous, so if they went by certain criteria,
will never happen. So what are the criteria you're looking for?

PM: Elections would, in any case, have to take place the end of next year

of elections
uld need to
ke place.

e the

bines earlier
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elections

when the

Parliament’s term is complete. What I said was that if we were to hold e
it would have to serve a purpose. And for almost a year now, I have said
serve a purpose if such elections could reconcile differences in a stable
manner, and that the election results and the implications of the laws gov
elections would be accepted. I don’t think it would serve the objective o

reconciliation if we had violence during elections, if we didn’t allow politj

and politicians to work freely, if after the elections the results are dispute
are court rulings concerning the election results, there are going to be mo

ly elections,
at it would
peaceful
rning the

cal parties
, or if there
¢ protests.

So the point of having early elections to achieve the objective of reconciliation means
that we should try to find an environment where it truly achieves that objgctive. So if
we succeed in inviting and embracing all the stakeholders including the ppople, the
Red Shirts, the opposition party supporters, to our reconciliation programme and over
the next few months we see the government, the parliament can continue fo function
smoothly, then that would be the right kind of environment. That’s what fwe want to
SCE.

Q18 (Simon Montlake, Christian Science Monitor): Just to follow up on my question
earlier, you were saying about the plot against the monarchy, that peopld were openly
saying that they have the aim to just do that. I mean people say a lot of things. People
write a lot of nonsense on the internet. There’s a lot of angry speech out fhere. I just
wonder if you can differentiate, I mean, at what stage does that become ap actual plot?
And if there is a real plot, what are you doing about it? Have you arrestqd any of the
people involved? Have you discovered any more advanced planning? And just
another question, if I could: you’ve presided over a period of the worst pplitical
violence Thailand has seen in many years. During this period, have you fhought
anytime about resigning to take responsibility for what has happened? Apnd if you've
decided not to, could you explain why?

PM: The first question, I think there is, I mean, we could clearly recognjse the
difference between an individual writing nonsense on the internet and pe?ple who
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systematically and repeatedly write certain things. I think that difference ¢an be made,
and I don’t for the moment suggest that we should be going after anybody|who writes
randomly or have an occasional outburst on the internet. We're talking about
publications, websites that systematically have an objective. The cases haye to
proceed very carefully because we don’t want to politicise the matter. Th
set up this consultative committee to deal with these cases rather than m
feel that in these cases, everybody’s going to be prosecuted. And since we have this
committee before the protests took place, I think we were able to deal withh some of the
cases, outstanding cases, sensibly including journalists, works by academiks.

It’s been a very difficult couple of months to say the least for me personally. I never
want to see any loss of lives, but my decision has to be based on what I fegl is right for
the country. If you’ve got a group of people who are bent on using violence and death
just to achieve a political aim, you should really think hard before giving jn. AIl [
wanted to do was to make sure that a government in this country can enforce the law,
and I’ve tried like no other prime ministers or leaders have tried to seek a jpeaceful
solution. When was the last time you saw a prime minister sitting face-totface with
protest leaders for five hours? When was the last time you saw a prime mi
despite the protests from his own supporters, very vocal supporters, offeri

investigations suggest that I should take responsibilities, show whatever,
whatever decisions, [ will take that appropriate decision. I’m not here, sitti

and democratic system, and I'm determined to represent a majority of Thpi
who fee] that we shouldn’t be held hostage by a small group of extremisty
prepared to go to any lengths even using violence against ordinary peoplq as well as
security officers to achieve their political aim.

30 May 2010




